i ) s 20 " A, ”}I ¢

b A

IJ |.l Q/J JJJ ] JJJ | jf. JJJJ EJ

'-_r_]'-
yJJH
& DEFEND LOGHL SEEDS!)

Seeds are under anack everywhere. Under corporate pressure, laws in many countries increasingly put limitations on what farmers can do with their seeds
- and with the seeds they buy. Seed saving, a thousand-year-old old practice which forms the basis of farming, is fast becoming crimingised. What can we do about this?

DEFEND FARMERS’ OWN SEED SYSTEMS

Farmers' fields are the first line of defense against bad seed laws. This means
organising to rescue, collect, maintain, develop, share and use local farmers 1
seeds. It is very important that women and young people are all involved. You
can start a project with neighbours or local associations, falk fo market or street
vendors, get schools or you work place involved, efc. Seed fairs and visits fo
farms and.gardens are an important part of this work.

BUILD A'lllANGES WITH OTHER MOVEMENTS

Broad aliances can e built when people understand that seeds affect everyone's well-being,
nat only farmers. The strugale for seeds can be infegrated info farmers” wider strugales, since
& fhere is no food sovereignty withour seed sovereignty. Seed Sruggles can also be imporfant
"narts of larger fights, such as campaigns and actions against free trade agreements, austerity
measLres, New patent or infermef regimes, cimate change, land aws, efc.

1NDO THE PROPAGANDA

Seed companies and governments present seed laws as profecting consumers, ensuring
. Quality seeds, raising yields and feeding the hungry. We need to debunk these myths and
» Show that the agriculture fhey are promofing is toxic and generates
2 hunger. These laws are only meant to extract wealth from rural
communities and transfer it fo corporations..

 STOP “MONSANTO 'lAWS” i G

Law proposals criminalising farmers are easier fo-fight against hefore they
become writfen into law. If public opinion is against them, they become more
costly for governments fo push through. Organise street profests, make

videos, talk to the media, organise direct actions..

" JOIN FORGES WITH OTHER FARMERS

In many other countries, farmers are fighting very similar laws. Learning from
them and their experiences, good and bad, can be very helpful. Even if we have
different sirategies, we can build common fronts against the seed industry and
the guvernmems acting in their inferest.

TRYTOGETPOSITIVELAWS -

In some cases, it may be possible to obtain favorable laws, programmes or fools that
‘protect farmers’ seed systems. Think of GM-free zones, laws rejecting patents on life or
programmes that promote‘local varieties and farmers seeds. In other cases,
such laws or legal efforts may exclude people, divide communities, enfangle
farmers in legal bureaucracies, create-contradictions or he a waste of fime.

! Reéd the publication on line
“Seed laws that criminalise farmers Resistances and fightback”

http://www.grain.org/e/5173
http://viacampt._esina.org/en/index.php/puincations-mainmenu-SO
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