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International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC)

Agricultural Biodiversity Working Group
The contribution made by farmers, pastoralists, forest dwellers, fishers and other small-scale food providers to the conservation, development and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture
CSO Thematic Study
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SUBMITTING LOCAL EXPERIENCES
In order to include your experiences in the CSO Thematic Study for the State of the World's Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (see attached Table of Contents), we would be grateful if you could answer one or more of the questions below and send your reply before October 30, 2014, by email to Patrick Mulvany < patrickmulvany@clara.co.uk >, who is responsible for collating the responses in English.

	Name of person filling in the questionnaire
	

	Organisation and address 
	

	Name of source
	

	Organisation, community, address
	

	Date
	

	References (is the experience you share below documented anywhere?)
	

	Please answer any or all of the following questions giving details about specific cases, experiences and stories: 

· when the event or issue occurred/occurs

· where it occurred/occurs

· what type of production system (peasant agriculture, pastoralism, artisanal fisheries…)

· who was/is involved

· why it is significant



	What are the organisations of small-scale food providers and civil society doing to sustain and develop biodiversity for food and agriculture? 



	How is the state of biodiversity for food and agriculture changing? What is the situation now?
.

	What is causing these changes? (threats to biodiversity for food and agriculture on the one hand and its reintroduction by peasants on the other, in relation to multiple crises: food (food security); climate change (sequestration and/or loss of soil carbon; adaptation); energy (dependence on fossil fuel technologies); social (rural employment, migration, wars)


	What are the challenges faced and actions being taken by the organisations of small-scale food providers and civil society?
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1. What is biodiversity for food and agriculture? 

Civil society perspectives on biodiversity for food and agriculture: e.g.

· Scope of Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (genetic, species, ecosystem) target and support species – above/below ground, in waters; social, environmental, economic

· Humans beings are a part of biodiversity for food and agriculture, not outside it

· Underpins the system of production and consumption: people ‘cultivate biodiversity’ and it forms the basis of all diets

· Culture, identity, values, traditions, joy, pleasure, taste

· Health, diet/nutrition, traditional medicines

· Used to: feed humans, animals, build housing, fibre, fuel etc.

· Dependent on access to land and water

· Strategy of small-scale food provision for reducing risks and costs and sustaining production of healthy foods.

2. What are the organisations of small-scale food providers and civil society doing to sustain and develop biodiversity for food and agriculture?

Testimonies and other information/ evidence drawn from a wide range of food systems, agroecosystems, geography, social groups, about activities and impact on: e.g.

· Dynamic management of biodiversity for food and agriculture on-farm, in garden, on the range, in-forests, in productive waters/ restoring mangroves etc

· Local innovations / ecological production systems / local food webs

· Community seed banks – local seed houses/local seed multiplication; livestock improvements/exchange breeding animals; development/provision of indigenous fish seed stocks etc

· Awareness raising among peasant / small-scale food provider organisations

· Networks of exchange of knowledge and breeds/seeds, sharing, solidarity

· Building local/regional/cross-border markets, autonomous food systems / food webs

· Awareness raising among the public/consumers/citizens – improving biodiversity-supportive markets

· Defending collective rights; developing new legal frameworks suited to biodiversity for food and agriculture

3. How is the state of biodiversity for food and agriculture changing? What is the situation now?

Testimonies and other material that show the changing situation and impact of changes (in recent memory), in e.g.:

· Monitoring changes in biodiversity for food and agriculture, related ecosystem functions and changes in landscape/watershed use; pesticide/agrochemical/technologies used

· Reduced access to seed / livestock breeds / fish seed etc

· Less diversity in the market – ‘biodiversity-blind’ markets

· Changing demand / diets

· Human health, because of changing diets

4. What is causing these changes? (threats to biodiversity for food and agriculture)

Testimonies and other material that describe the threats and analyse the common threads of cause and effects: e.g.

· Climate change 

· Land and water grabs

· Industrial monocultures

· Mainstream science and technologies 

· Wars

· Natural and man-made disasters

· Market power/concentration

· Public policies

· Legislation – criminalisation of peasant production

· Trade systems

· Less labour and less knowledge due to migration, HIV/Aids other pandemic illnesses, etc.

· HIV/AIDS and other pandemic illnesses

· Impacts of IPRs and of the global transmission of pathogens resulting from the globalisation of markets and exchanges

5. What are the challenges faced and actions being taken by the organisations of small-scale food providers and civil society?
Testimonies and other material that describe Civil Society actions: e.g.

· Developing new ‘tools’ to manage biodiversity for food and agriculture

· Monitoring zones/species in danger of erosion

· Working to change laws and prejudicial policies

· Developing public policies to support biodiversity for food and agriculture

· Citizens’ watch on potentially harmful new technologies

· Working to develop a new paradigm of science and technology

6. Role and Responsibility of States

Annexes

· Lexicon

· References

· Expanded case studies

· Key CSO documents

· Methodology

1

