Farms, arms and Israel's agro-diplomacy (GRAIN, October 2022)

Annex Il. Notes on infographic “The dark side
of Israeli turn-key projects in Africa. A selection
of agribusiness projects implemented by Israeli
companies (2003 - 2021)"

# Case

Basics

Cacanda project, Angola (Mitrelli Group / Agricultiva)

Agricultiva (Mitrelli Group), started in 2012 to “restore” the Cacanda industrial Farm (5,000 hec-
tares). The project, paid for by the Angolan state, cost US$24 to US$29 million.° In 2018 and 2019,
reports from local authorities indicated the farm was failing. There were insufficient funds to buy feed
for the animals, and the local workers were without proper technical training.” The Mitrelli Group was
co-founded by a former Israeli military officer. The Group's subsidiaries provide cybersecurity and
security services.

Agriculture production and training centres, Cote d'lvoire (Green 2000)

In 2020, Green 2000 was contracted to build four large-scale agricultural poultry, fish and green-
house operations in Guitry, Korhogo, Zikisso and Kong (Céte d'lvoire), through a US$120 million
project financed via Israel's Bluebird Finance & Projects and the Dutch export credit agency, Atradius.
Netafim is also involved in the project. Green 2000 will manage the industrial farms in the initial
phase of operation.”



# Case

Basics

Agropastoral farms, Gabon (LR Group / Mori investments)

In 2011, LR Group's subsidiary Mori Investments and the Gabon government signed a US$19 mil-
lion deal to build six "agropastoral” farms, with a focus on poultry, vegetables, fruit trees, fish-
eries and greenhouses in N'toum, Port-Gentil, Okoloville, Lébamba and Oyem, covering 1,000
hectares.* According to local sources, the project is currently managed by the Société Gabonaise
de Transformation Agricole et Développement Rural (SOTRADER), a joint venture between the
Government of Gabon and the multinational agribusiness corporation OLAM.®

Delta Agro-Industrial Park, Nigeria (Mirai Group / Sequoia Group)

In 2021, Mirai Group and its subsidiary (Sequoia), signed a deal with the Nigerian government to build
the Delta Agro-Industrial Park (Aboh Ogwashi Uku, Delta State).”® The project covers 220 hectares,
from which 70 will be occupied by a logistic centre and 150 to farming.”” The Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) supported the project with US$19 million (NGN 8 bill).2° The ownership is held by “Delta State
Agro-Industrial Park limited”, a Special Purpose Vehicle, while financing is structured through 85%
debt (fully guaranteed by the Delta State Government) and 15% equity.?' The equity was partly held
by a Nigerian tycoon close to the Delta State governor and pursuing other large-scale plantations in
the state.??
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